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the best men which society can produce if it is not to fail to
nurture that society.1

In both industry and agriculture the full economic develop-
ment of African colonies and dependencies is therefore impossible
without a determined assault on illiteracy., for illiterates are
debarred by ignorance from making their full contribution to
that development.

Social advance also depends on the spread of literacy for in this
sphere, too, illiterates are barred from full co-operation which
alone will achieve success. For instance, the battle against disease
cannot be won on the clinical front alone; preventive medicine
on a grand scale is a condition of victory. The prevention of
disease requires a growing understanding of scientific cause and
effect on the part of the African population. A doctor with long
experience in Africa points out that "the science of preventive
medicine, based on scientific facts of cause and effect, has no
ideas in common with African belief that health and disease are
dependent on external enemies, human or spiritual, who can
invoke magical powers if necessary. These deep-rooted beliefs
about health and disease remain unshaken even where western
medicine appears to have been accepted. Hospital drugs are
known to cure the symptoms of certain diseases, and therefore
are applied for, but at the same time the patient is paying the
local 'doctor' first to find out the source and agent of the evil
which is causing the disease, and secondly to remove it. There is
also a large group of potential diseases for which the African
never seeks aid at hospital; those which he believes threaten
him on the breaking of a tribal sex taboo, and for which he must
buy 'medicine' in order to protect him from the consequences
of the lapse.'*3

In improving social conditions, the spoken word, films and
broadcasting can arouse interest and introduce new ideas, but
these have to be supplemented by the written word which can

1 Colin Maher: "The People and the Land: Some Problems," East
African Agricultural Journal.

* Janet Welch, Health and the Home., p. ix.